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XV. 9. 


in vain they do Worſhip Me, 
Teaching for Dofrines the Com- 
mandments of Men. 


f N theſe Words our Savi- 
eg our lays a heavy Charge, 
upon the Doors of the 
Periſb Church, in that they 
had ſanctify'd the wait Tra- 
tion of their Elders, and their own falſe 
ſes and Interpretations of Scripture, 
4 pretended Authority trom Cod, and 


ractice of the People; upon whole Con- 
ences: they had impos'd, as Things ze- 
ary in Religion, not only ſuch Injuncti- 


B and 


bereby had corrupted both the Belief and 


5 as were of mere Human Inſtitution, 
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C2) 
| and had no* Eſſential Goodneſs in them, 
1 and Which Cod did not require of them, 
e ſuch as the waſhing their Hand; 
4 when they eat Bread, &c. But ſuch 
Nkewiſe as did direci 5 Seer throw the expreſ 
:Revelations-of C, and contradict the 
Principles both of Rater of and Reveal d 
Lion. As our Saviour inſtancc's to them 
in that Unnarural Tradition of theirs 
which enjoyn'd them, not to relieve their 
-own tiſtreſſed Parents, when they had de 
voted their Subſtafice to God. Wherca 
God had expreſly told them, That he wa 
pleas'd with Mercy more tha 
Sacrifice ; and had commande 
them, laying, Hour thy Father and th 
u. 4. Mot 273 and He that Curſeth 2 ee 
at or Mother, let him aye the Death all 
* But Fhey taught, That Ho,, 

1 ay to his Father, or bis Me 

% is a Gift by whatſoever 1 
niglreſt be profrted by Me. ant honour u nd 
bis Father, or bis Mother "be ſhall l be Fab 
vs, And 7. 57 bad they Mate 1b. Command jd | 
of God, of none effect, by their Trudi 
Upon this our Saviour call's them N! 
Foerites ; and tells them, not only, chat ad 


| plac 
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l 
| 
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placing the Worſhip of God in Ceremo- 
dies ol Human Invention, which had no- 
thing of ; Morality in them, Was a vain 
Worſhip; But, that twas in vain for them 
to pretend to war ſhip Cod at all, whilſt 
they eſtabliſh'd their own Conceits, as ne- 
cllary Points in Religion, not only with - 
our any Foundation from, but in expreſs 
ontradiction to, the reveal'd Word and 
Will of God. In ain do they Worſhip 
ſe, { eaching for Docirines the Com- Dux 1 
and men t of Men. I 


rea 1 
wa This Spiritual Impoſition upon the 5 
ha Conſciences of Men, in Matters of Reli- 


1 

| 

gon, Which is here complain d of, as a 
cat Corruption in the Jewiſh Churcb, has . 5 
ten but too univerſally, and too ſucceſ-:F 
ally practis d in the Chriſtian one; The | 
1 Juccefſors of It Teler, as they are pleas d i 
4 


er | 
MF call chemſelves, baving as Magiſterially 
W'ated from His Chair, as the Scribes 


nd Phariſees did from that of Moſes ; © nd 


TL ld 
lablil'd as many Traditionary Fables, 


2 
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ee Human Impoſitions, as neceſl.ry 
iets in the Criſtian Religion, as the other | 
d introduc'd into their-Law, from the 

5 
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tiadition of their Elders, and the pre- 
lac = 7 tended 
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| (hip of Images , Prayer in an unknown 


(4) 
tended Authority of their own Expoſ. 
tions. Witneſs thoſe falſe Doctrines in 
the Church of Rome, concerning the Wor- 


Tongue , addrefling it to Saints and Au. 
gels, Communion in one Kind, with many 
other Particulars, too well known to be 
here inſiſted upon, and ſuch as do even 
make void the Commandments of God, 

L would beg leave therefore, to en 
large upon the Words of my Text, int 
the following Method; ix. n 


I. To repreſent to You, what a grep 
IVictedneſs it is in the Governour 
of any Church, to Teach, or Efta 


blich, for Dodrines, the Command th 
vents of Men. © th 
mw. To enquire, By what Methods iu pa 
Corruptions have generally becn 1. do 
troduced, and by what: Means theW arc 
have been eſtabJuh'd in the Church. 4, 
A. To offer at ſome Direct ionc, whidYY ex 
may be proper to remove ſuch C bas 
ruptions, where they are eſtabliſ Na 
and to prevent them, where the) Wine: 


vo. And laſtly, 


. 
* 
Gs < 


(55 
W. I ſhall conclude with a ſuabl 


Application. 


- Firſt then I am to repreſent to you, 

I. What a great Wickedneſs it is in 
the Goyernours of any Church, to Teach, or 
Eftabliſh, for Doctrines , the — 
ments of Men. | . 

Now there are different Degrees of 1 
Wickedneſs in this Practice, according to 
the different Nature, of which theſe Hy 
man Impo!{:tions are. For there are ſome 
things which may be requird as neceſſary 
cad] parts of Religion, and upon that Sup 
tion, impos'd upon the Belief and Prac- 
toe of it's Profeſſors, which have no o- 
ther Obliquity in chem, ſave onhy, that 
they are not requir d, That they make no | 
part of Gods Revelation, and are what He 
does not require at our Hane Others there 1 
are, which do not only want the Divine 
authority tor their Eſtabliſhment, but are 
even repugnant to the Holy Scriptures which 
bade it, contradict the reveal'd Will | 


of God, and make void his Command- 
ments. D ? 


of | 


. Mark. 7. 


9 

Of the firſt ſort, were the Injunctions 
* the ewe, about waſhing _ their 
hands when they eat Bread, oi 
came from Market; with many « 
ther ** which they had receia /d to hold, 


an the waſbing of Cups, and Pots, Bra 
Veſſels, and of - 7 © Such likewiſe 
were the Impoſitions of Circumdiſion, and 
other- parts of the Ceremonial. Lan, re- 
quir'd the Gentile Converts in the fir 
Age of Chriſtianity, by the early Corrup- 
— of the Goſpel. And ſuch we may W 6 
reckon thoſe Doctrines eſtabliſh'd by Per- m 
fans of much the ſame Diſpoſition in "Thad * 
latter times, concerning Pilgrimage s, Pra- A 
ers for the Dead, a meritorions Mortiſicatian N ot 


of the Bod), with many other ſuch like Hu- 


man Inventions, Which St. Paul long 427 2 
goe foretold, would be preach'd as Do- 
#rizes of the Goſpel, when that Departing W« 
from the Faith ſhould - be erg * 
which he mentions, 1 Tim. 4. 1. And Heer 
yhe Profeſſors of Chriſtianity ivuld ſpea Man 
4 Lies in Hypacriſy , . ſoxbidding d 
2 Tim, 4: 2 Marry, and commanding to ab-. 


4: 
; fois. from Meats, 


1 0 


did even contradict the expreſs Revelations 


TD 
Or the ot her ſort of Impoſitions, whicl 


of God, and make g bis Commandments, 
was that Inſtance amoneſt the Jews of old 
mention d in the Context ; whereby a Man 
was declar'd to be free from all Obligati- 
on to relieve the Wants of his neceſſitous 
Parents, after he had laid it was Corban, 
that is, 4 Gift, or a thing devoted to 
Cod, by what beer they might © ( 
be profited by bim; Notwith- ** "5:4 | 
ſtanding God had expresſly com- 2290 
manded in the Decalogue, ſaying, He- 
nur thy Father and thy Mother. >. 
And the fame regard they had in 
other Inſtances, to theſe Traditionary Ex- 
poſitions, and Imaginary Authority of 
their Elders; © Whoſe Words they 
* elteem'd as lovely. above ax Words of 
* the Law, or the Prophets ;” as a 3 
Learned Snmmentntbr has 3 N fa. 
ſerv'd upon this Paſlage in the Goſpel. 
And another tell's us, that they 
had a Canon to this Effect © That N 
* a Man may be 1o ben d by a : 
_ Vow of his own making, as that he 
cannot, without great Sin, do, what 
00 God 


Mar, 711. 


* * 


(8 
God by his Law require's to be done; 
. ſo that, if he made a Vow „ Which 
laid upon him a Neceſſity to violate 
God's Law, that he might obſerve it, 
* his Jom muſt ſtand, and the Law be 
* abrogated.” Thus had the Doctors of 
the Jewiſh Church, render'd the Command; 
of God, of none Effect, by their Tradition, 
And the like has been done, and much up. D 


on the ſame Principles, by too many, that . 
have copy'd after them, in the Chriſtian q 


one; who, out of a pretence of Infali- 
bility, and a Delegated Authority from 
Chriſt, agiſterially to decide all Contro- 
verſies concerning the Faith, and the In- 
tetpretation of Scripture, have didta- 
ted {lo abitrarily, as even to cancel the 
plain precepts of our Saviour, and the ex. 
preſs injunctions of the Goſpe? ; And 
have eſtabliſh'd in their ſtead, not on- 
ly, vain and ſuperſtitions Obſervanccs; 
but, many groſs Errours and Corruptions it 
Religion, ſuch as are inconſiſtent with th 
Purity of God's Worſhip, and ſtrictly Pro 
hibited in his Word. hus the Uo 
ctrine of Image Worſbip has been eſtablill 
in the Church, contrary to the 2d. Com 
Lolo mandmci 


| *. 

mandment, which forbids, the making off 
any Graven Images, the bowing down to 
them, and worſhiping them; And to that 
Injuntion of St. John, 1 John. 5. 21, 
Little Children, keep your ſelves from Idols, 


Szints and Angels, contrary to St Paul's 
Declaration, 1 Tim. 2. 5. There is one 
God, and one Mediatour between God and 
Men, the Man Chrift Jeſus; And Rev. 
22. 9, Worſhip God. Thus again, has 
ne part of the Holy Communion been with- 
held from the Laiety, contrary to our Savi- 


- bur's own Solemn Inſtitutionofit, Matt. 26. 
* . And the Teſtimony of St Paul con- 
0 erning it, © Cor, It. 25. Where he 


leclares, That he had received of 
be Lord, what he there deliver l! © 
be ſame night in which he was betray d, 
wk the Cup, as well as the bread, ſaying, 
Vrink ye all of it. In like manner has 
blick Prayer in a Tongue unknown to the 
mpreg4tion been eſtabliſſd, directly con- 
ay to the whole Tendency of Sr. Paul's 
ch Chapter of the iſt Epiſtle to the Co- 
nhians, Theſe, with many more 1 
| C could 


or Idol Worſhip. And that of praying to 5 


no the Corinthians; That the Lord Feſus, 


j 
4 
N 
\ 
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could mention, are all the Commandmey;, 
of Men, which yet have been Taught a; 
Voctrines of the Goſpel, tho' they do thu; 
manifeſtly contradict, the whole Senſe and 
Tenour of it. 
Hence therefore it muſt appear, in 
what a great Degree of Guzlt, thoſe Per. 
{ons are involvd, who do either add to, 
or contradict, the Revelations of God. In 
the one Caſe, they are guilty of a moſt 
notorious Forgery, 1n counterteiting, as 
1t 1t were, the Broad Seal of Heaven, and 
pretending to A Commuſſron trom God, 14 
which they have vever receiv'd ; In th 
other Caſe, they are guilty of a molt 
Criminal Rebellion, in that they abrogateg"d 
the Laws which Almighty God has et 
bliſ'rd ; And in both Caſes, they ſhewiW'! 
the Higheſt Freſumption, link d and 
joyn'd to a vaſt Aggravation of accompl 
cated iniquity, | 

For let us but reflect, what a*High 
Crime it is, in the Ambaſſadours or Re 
preſentatives of Earthly Princes, wil 


they act beyond, or contrary to, the! 
ftruions they receive; What 


Breach of Truſt it is, as well as want e 
(| 


Gr atili 


r 
Gratitude towards their Soyereign, and 
bow great a Penalty it deſerves; and this 


will give us, in ſome Degree, a Senle. 


of that Guilt, which They contract, who 
xceed the Bounds of their Heavenly Com- 
ien, to the Diſhonour of the Great 
old of Heaven and Earth, and the abu- 
| Wig and enſlaving of his Subjects. For 
ue Guilt of theſe /arter muſt riſe higher, 
1 proportion to the vaſt Difference there 
between our Spiritual and Temporal 
oncerns, the Intereſt of the Soul and Bo- 
4 and the infinite Majeſty of the Eter- 
hes! Cod, compar'd with the Dignity of 
oft) Earthly Potentate. Acordingly we 
nd, in many places of Scripture, great 
v5 pronounc'd againſt ſuch Prophets, as 
opbeſy'd ont of their own hearts, | 
ut follow'd their own ſpirits, 
id bad ſeen nothing; That laid, * * 

e Lord ſaith, when the Lord *. 

d notſent them. Behoid I am againſt thent 
it propheſy falſeDreams, ſaith the Lord,and 
tell them, and cauſe my people to err, by 
ar Lies, and by their Ligbtneſs; gel [ 
t them not, nor commanded then; There- 


they ſhall not profit this | eople 83 all, 
C 


t 


Ezck. 13. 2» 


2 ab 


y 
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ſaith the Lord. And St. Paul, writing 
to the Galatians, obſerves, That then 
we're ſome who troubled them, and would 
pervert the Goſpel of Chriſt ; upon whic 
he add's, and ſolemnly repeat's the fam 
Words, I ho' we, or an Angel from Hu 
wen, preach any other Goſpel unto yu 
nua umi vr, preach any thing elſe tor th 
Goſpel, than what we have preach'd u 
to you, let him be accurſed, Galat. 
8. And the (anon of the New Teſtamen 
is (hut up by the laſt inſpired Writer wi 
this ſevere Denunciation, Rew. 22. 1 
19. For I teftify unto every mau that ler 
eih the Words cf the propheſy of his Bu 
If any ma ſhall add unto theſe things, 0 
ſhall add unto him the Plagnes that are un 
ten in this Book. And if any man ſhall ta 
away from the IVords of the Book of th 
tropheſy, Cod ſhall take away his pat 
of the Book of Life, and ont of the I 
| (Ct), gud from the things which are 1 to 
ten in this Hoc. $0. great is the Wick Qu 
ws and ſo ſevere will be the Puniſh oal 
O Teaching for Doctrines the Command 5700 
of Men, Wen Sow”. 


] c0! 


(13) 
| come now in the ſecond place to 
enquire, | 


tions have generally been introduc'd, 


Eſtabliſh'd in the Church. And, 


been appointed to preſide 1n the Church, 
There are ſuch unhappy Springs in 
Human Nature, that Mankind are more 
apt to be aſpiring after the Government 
of the Thoughts and Actions of other 


Men, than of duly ordering and regula- 


Power, with an intent barely to do good 
in the World, be indeed a Noble Ambi- 


a pure Love to Truth, and the Propaga- 
ton of it, be indeed a Heavenly Diſpoſr- 
un; yet 'tis ſeldom that theſe good 
Qualities appear, without ſome of the 


co vbich Men are apt to entertain; and a 
miftaken 


ting their own. And though a Defire of 


on; And a Thirſt after Wiſdom, out of 


nell baſeſt Alloy Either Power without Op- i 
mW re ſron, or ee, Pride. There 
8 a falſe Opinion of true Grandeur } 


Il. By what Methods ſuch Corrup- | 
and by what Means they have been 
1. The great Occaſion of theſe Cor- ; 


ruptions has been, an unwarrantable 
Thirſt after Dominion, in thoſe who have 


06149 
miſtaken Judgment of real Praiſe, with 
which they are uſually deceiv'd ; And 
the Vanity they have, to indulge then. 
ſelves in both, makes them love, not | 
only to Command the Bodies and Eſtates, 3 


but to dictate even to the Minds and Ur. * 
derſtandings of their Brethren. 
Hence have the true Ends of Go— 


vernment, though of Almighty God's 
own Inſtitution, been utterly perverted; 4 
And the Protect ion of Mankind, as to 4 
n been turn'd into Hanny ober 
Lbem; And the Iuſtruction of them, as 
| to Spirituale, into the moſt inſiſferable 
Inſolence. Inſomuch that the Publilhers 
of the Divine Laws, have taken upon 
them, even to make them; And the 
8 Ambaſſadours of God, from being inveſted 
with his Authority in ſome Points, have 
WW pretended to act nfal/ibly in all. And 
at laſt, the Man of Sin has been revealed, 
= the Son of Perdition; Who oppoſeth aud 
cxalteth himſelf above all that is called Gol, 
or is Worſhipped, that is, all Princes; 9 
bat, He as God, ſitteth in the Temple of 
God, ſhewing himſelf that he is God. ? 
IRE. 2.23: $02 0 145 2 

A 2. A 


" 
1 


#4 

£ 
'* 
on 
8 
* 


(15) 

2. As a Thirſt after Dominion in the 
Governing part of the Church , has been 
a Means to draw them in their Deter- 
minations, beyond the Bounds of their 
Commiſſion ; So an unmeaſurable Regard to 
their Authority in the Governed part, and 
z ſuperſtitious and flaviſm Submiſſion 
o their Judgments, has been an acceſſa- 
ry Cauſe of theſe Corruptions. There 
s an Honour and Reſpet due to the 
% Stations Men are in, and the pe- 
uliar relation they may have to God, 
loes juſtly command a kind of Venera- 
ton for their Perſons, and their Cha- 
affers, And accordingly the Apoftle 
eſeeches the T heſſalonians, I's know | 
bem who labour'd among them, and 5. Rn 
ere over them in the Lord, and ad- 
wnſh'd them. And to eflecm them 
ery highly in love for rheir Works ſake. 
ut then, the Scripture teache's us in 
ther places, That they are not Magiſte- 
ally to preſcribe to the Faith of 
heir Brethren ; That they are 
ot Lords over God's Heretage; but 


iniſters only by whom we Believe; 


v. 12. 


1 Pet. 5. 3. 


1Cor. 3.5 


And 


(16) 
And our Saviour himſelf Commands us, 
is To call no Man Maſter upon Earth; 
23 8. l , 
| Becauſe one is our Maſter, eve; 
Chriſt, and we all are Brethren. 
So that we ſee there may be an Ex- 
ceſs of Defference to the Perſons of Men ; 
and when it is carry'd too far, it he- 
come's highly prejudicial to Truth, and 
is very apt to miſlead the Underſtanding 
in it's ſearch after it. There is indeed 
a Weakneſs and a Conceitedneſs of Judg- 
ment, which will ſometimes carry Men 
into as bad an Eztream the other way, 
and put Men upon raoſhly determining 
their Thoughts, contrary to the Directi- 
ons of their Syperiours, in Points which 
they have not, either duly con ſider d, or 
had Means to inform themſelves about, 
or even Capacitzes to underſtand ; And 
this is the Pride, and the Preſumption of 
fuch Perſons. But it can be no Argu 
ment againft others judging for Them 
ſelves, who have us'd impartial Con ſi dera 
tion, had proper Means of Information 
and are well-qualifyd to judge. If ſuc 
Perſons as theſe give up their Unde!Þut 
ſtandings to any imaginary Ancborth | he 
ELL 


1 
tither their miſtaken or corrupted Leaders, 
they become Enemies to I ruth, Deſerters 
from their Great Lord and Maſter, the 
.aptain of their Salvation, and Betrayers of 
the Goſpel. Every ſuch Chriſtian is ſtrict- 
ly bound to ftand faſt in that Liber- 
ty herewith Chriſt bas made him 
free; And he incurr's a Guilt, whenever 
e become's a Follower of other Men. 
ny further than the) follow Chriſt, 10s | 
g From whence it muſt neceſfarily | 
en be concluded, that he has a Judgment of 
1); MPiſcretion allow'd him, to know, when 
they do, or do not. Laſtly, 

3. As thele Corruptions have ariſen, 
In a great Meaſure, from the Ambition 
vt Oe Sort of Chriſtians, and grown in- 
to Eſtabliſhments by a laviſh Submiſſi-- 


Gal. 5. 1 


nden to their Authority in the Other; So there 

olhus been another more univerſal Cauſe of 

gu-Idem, and that is, a culpable Ionorance | 
emen Both, This Fault indeed is the more 
era nexcuſable in Thoſe whoſe Lips. 
F Mat. 2. 5 . 
ionWught to Keep Knowledge , that : 
uchWtbers may ſeek the Law at their Mouths. | 
derut every Man is ſo far blamcable for 


he Errors, and Præjudices, and miſiaken 
D Judgs 


(15) 
Judgments, which he contracts, as he neg, 
lects to make uſe of the Means God 
affords him, for his better Knowledge 
and Information. And it can be ag 
Juſtifiable excuſe for any Man's Ignorance, 
eſpecially in Matters of ſuch vaſt ;mpur. 
tance to him, as the Truths of Religion 
are, to plead an unwarrantable Defference 
to the ſudgments of Others, when God 
has given him due Means of Information, 
and an Underſtanding of his own for his 
Direction. 

But the Truth is, They who have 
been Commiſſion'd to Govern and Infirn 
others, have found it an eaſier Way to cx- 
act a ready Obedience to their Commands, 
and an implicit Submiflion to theit Dec 
ſions, than to inform the Judgment of rheir 
Inferiours, either as to the Juſtice of the 
one, or the Reaſonableneſs of the other 
And Theſe likewiſe bave found it moſt 
for their Eaſe, and many times not aft 
for them to do otherwiſe, to take 
Fhings upon Truſt, to follow the D. 
Gates of their Leaders without 1clcrve 
and to believe all that is taught the! 
tor Docirines of the Goſpel, without the 


lealt 


( 19 
aſt Examination into the Reaſonableneſs, 
xr the Truth of it. 

Thus has the Light of God's Word 
deen im a mannner, totally Eclips'd ; 
ud the great End of Divine Revela- 
jon been fruſtrated and made void, 
the Careleſneſs and Corruption of Man- 
ind; Who have let the Truths of God 
ye cover'd and unconſulted in the Sa- 
red Volume, and follow d other Inven- 
one and Imaginations of their own, cal- 
ulated more for Earthly than Heavenly 
urpoſes. 

A fad Inſtance of this, we had, for 
any Ages, in the Church, betore the 
formation 3 When the Bible was nei- 
e ftudyd by the. Prieſts, nor Read by 
e People; Whereby a dark State of 


1 morance prevail'd, and the groſſeſt Er- 
1 and Superſtitions were introduc d, 
10ſt 


It into the Principles, and the Practice, 
Religion. And how could it be o- 
wiſe, when the Key of Know- 
le was taken away, and ihey 
lo let: it, would neither enter in them- 

| D 3 ſelves, 


Luk.11.52 


= 
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ſelves, nor let others, who were e 
tring in, be unmoleſted. Thus 

the Blind have led the Blind, and both hav 
Fallen into the Ditch. 

HFaving taken a View of the Riſe an 
Origin of theſe Corruptions; I am m 


turally led in the 3d place, 


| Mat. i 8.54. 


III. To, offer at ſome Direction 
which may be proper, to remove the! 
where they are eftabliſhd, and to pre 
vent them, where they are not. And 

1. Since a Thirſt after Dominion, an 
a Love to be magiſterially dictatin 
to the Underſtandings of others, has ber 
the unhappy. Occation of introduc! 
thele Corruptions in Religion; lt 
neceſſary, That a contrary Principle, Wir 
Love tor Iruth, and a due Concern Mar 
the juſt Liberties of Mankind, ſhould Was 
propagated and encourag'd, as a CouT! 
terpoiſe againſt them. And tho 
Publik Deciſions may be neceſſary, 4 
the Aſſent of others to them fit to 
requir d, for the ſake of Order and V 
formit) in Worſhip 3 et ſhould not ! 


Govern 
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multiplying theſe without Occaſion, or 
bey ond what is neceſſary; Leſt Diver- 
ſicy of Judgments, which cannot poſſi- 
bly be avoided, in doubtful ind con- 
rroverted Points, ſhould contract or di- 
vide that Communion, which a truly 
Chriſtian Univerſal Charity, which may 
and ought to be kept alive in our Breaſts, 
notwithſtanding ſome Differences in O- 
pinion , would have enlargd and pre- 
ered. 

| Whatever things are taught as pe- 
eſſary DoEtrines of the Goſpel, ought 
to be plainly and palpably ſuch; either 
contain d in the expreſs Words. of Scrip- 
ture, or deducible by neceſſary Conſequence 
from it. But as for ſuch Points as 
rn Ware left diſputable in Revelation, ſuch 
id Was Men only fancy they dilcover in it; 
Coußz Theſe Kinds of Speculations may ſerve 
oho exerciſe the Learned and the Curious, 
„ Put they are by no means, to be taught 
to N Doctrines, even tho they ſhould hap- 
d en to be Truths. Becauſe, tis one 
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not ling, to believe a Matter as a Point | 


vel lle 8 f 


Governowrs of the Church be fond of c 
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6229 
of reveal'd Religion; and another, to 
be convinc'd of the Truth of the lame, 
upon bare rational Principles. And 
therefore all publick Determinations in 
Matters of Religion, in which other 
Mens Judgments are concern'd, and to 


which their Aſſent is requird, ſhould 
be confin'd to what is clear and evi 
dent in the Sacred Writings; That 
Men's Conſcienees may not be burden d, 
nor their Chriſtian Liberties invaded, by 
a raſh and preſumptuous Eſtabliſhment 
of ſuch Doctrines, for neceſſary Truths 
of the Golpel, which Wiſe, and Lear 
ned, and Pious, and Sincere, and Inqui- 
ſitive Men, cannot find contain'd in it. 

2. Since another Cauſe of the Impo- 
ſition of Human Commandments tor 
Divine Doctrines, has been too great a 
Defference to Human Authority in Rel. 
gious Matters; The proper way to pre- 
dent and remove ſuch Corruptions mult 
be, for each particular Perſon to examine 
more carefully into the Reaſonableneſs 
and Grounds of his own Faith; That be 
8 may 


(23) 
may ſee upon what Foundation 
he builds, the hope that is in 
him. For ſince not only Particular 
Churches, as the Church of Jeruſalem, 
f Alexandria, of Antioch, f Rome, 
but even General Councils, may, | | 
nd have err'd in their Decrees 
oncerning Matrers, both of Faith, and 
rattice; no private Perſon, of due 
Qualifications, can be bound in Duty, 
nplicitly to acquieſce in ſuch fallible 
judgments ; or ought to be ſo over-aw'd 
ith their Imaginary Authority, as to be 
raid to attempt an Examination of the 
mth of their Deciſionc. Every Man 
uſt be ſav d by his own Faith, and not 
y that of Another ; And the Goſpel is 
e plain Rule by which he mult regulate 
But no Church , as we are taught in 
e 20th Article of our own Eſta- 
lbment, can lawfully ordain 
ly thing, that is contrary to Gods writ- 
Word; or ought to decree, or en- 
nee any thing to be believ'd for neceſſity 
dalyation, either againſt, or beſides, 


ſame, So that no private Perſon, 
tho 


1 Pet. 3. 18, 


Art. 30. 


7 
tho but of a Common Underſtanding, 
ought to think it ſuſficient tor him, 
implicitly to Believe, as the Church Be. 
lieve's, without knowing what that Be. 
lief is, or wherefore it is eſtabliſh, 
For chat 15 indeed to believe not hin, N 
but what he ſhould rot Believe, 0; 
That he cannt Err with publick Fudg 
ment; A Principle! which, of all » 
thers, has been the moſt productive c 
Corruptions in Religion; and which, | 
it's Natural Conſequences, does direct 
tend, to oveetbrow it all. Every Mat 
therefore ſhould walk with his Eyes «per 
For if there were not ſo many bin 
Followers, the Blind Leaders would nd 
be lo Numerons, Laſtly, 

3. Since a great corals on of theſe Co 
tuptions inReligton has been a groſs I 
of the Traths. of God, It ſhould be ti 
Care of us all, to apply our ſelves, u. 
Diligence and Aſſiduity, to the Stud) 
the Holy Seriptures, as the only inſall 
Rule, both of Faith, and Manners. Ne 
herein , every ſincere "and . apr 


after Truth, will eaſily and * l 


enn 
what is neceſſary for him, both to Believe, | 
and Practice, in order to Salvation. When | 
ty Word goeth forth. ſay's the Pſalmiſt, 

it giveth Light and Vnderſtanding 
ms unto the Simple. And he acknow- 
ledge's it, a Lanthorn unto bis own 
Feet, and a Light unto his Paths. And 
tells us, T hat all the day long was bis 
Smdy in it. And ſuch ſhould our Dili- 
gence be, in ſearching the Scriptures, 

wherein are the Words of Eternal 
5-39 Life; And which were written 
on purpole, to direct and lead us 
Mito the way to it. But it Men will be 
0 very negligent and careleſs, as never 
o conſult the Divine Oracles, nor read 
hole Revelations which God has made 
of his Will; It is no wonder, that 
e Spirit of Errour, and of Darkneſs, reſt's 
pon them, That the working of 
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ibn, which is with all Power, 
> " Wd Signs, and hing Wonders, ſhould pre- 
16) Wil upon their 1 3; And 
a at Godt ſhould ſend them flrong 


Velnfion, that they ſhould believe a wan 


a; That they ſhould believe, as Truths | 
v1 E of | 


ens * RR. 
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of the Goſpel, not only the Com- ; 
tandments of Men, but even the 
Docirines of Devils ; Two of which the 
= Apoſtle tells us are, forbidding to 
Marry, and Commanding to abſtain from 
Meats. 

IV. To conclude then; Let #s blck 
God, that we live in an Age, and Country, 
where the Golpel (hine's in it's primitive 
and native purity; where the Bible is laid 
open to every Man's Underſtanding M 
And where the Scriptures are not only 
permitted to be read by the People, but 
They are often called upon, and exhorted 
to peruſe and to conſult them. And le 
us praiſe God, for ſecuring theſe incſti 
mable Bleſſzngs to us, by raiſing us up ſuck 
a2 DEFENDER both of our Faith an 
Liberties, as will not uſe Violence towards 
either; And that he afford's us ſuch: 
promiſing Proſpect of the continuance 0 
them, even to the Generations to come 
and to our Children which are yet unborn 
lt is indeed but a Melancho)) 
Thought to reflect, That there ſhouldb 
any number of Men amongſt us, cithc 


. inen 


f 


im. 4.4% 


n 

ſenſible of theſe Publick Bleſſings, ot 
t would Sacrifice them to any pri- 
ue Reſent ments. But ſince it has now 
bo evidently appear'd that there are 
cb; It ſhew's us, what high Time 
is, for the Governing Wiſdom of the 
ation, effectually to guard againſt, the 
pidity of the one ſort of thele Men 
d the Corruptions of the other. And 


dF neither the common Ties of Hu- | 
og War Society, nor the ſacred Obligations | 
ly Religion, can bind them to their Du- | 
uh, the proſecuting their own, and their | 


wntry's Welfare; it is plain, They act 
he very Reverſe of Chriſtianity, and muſt 
look d upon as Perſons, who neither 
& the Brother-bood, nor fear 
d, nor Honour the Hing; 

May the direct contrary Qualities for 
er hereatter flouriſh in theſe King- 
ms! May a Love of Truth, and a 
ve of Virtue, be the conſtant Go- 
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ornerning Principle, in the Regulation of our 
101 nderſtandings, and our Lives ! May a 
d b onſcientious Senſe of that Obedience 


e owe to his M AFESTT's Govern- 
ment, 


I OO <a LR Rr. 
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ment; take Poſſeſſion of the Hearts of al 
his Subjects May a true Concern for the 

PUBIh Oo, influence all our Public 

Councili! And may a mutnal [ove and 

| Charity, run through all our Private Con 
wet arion. Then ſhall we ſhew or 

ſelves both Wiſe Men and Good Chri 

FA in This World, which is the on 


N way to {ecure bur Salvation in thi 
TE Nes ws ; 
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